
Birth
His name was Muhammad Ayub and his father’s name was Hashim. His 
surname is Kholwadia. 
As he finished his studies in Darul Uloom Deoband he became known as 
Maulana Muhammad Ayub Surti Qasmi.

thHe was born on the 4th Ramdhan 1354 Hijri (30  November 1935) in a small 
village in India called Makhinga. This village is 3 miles away from the famous 
Madrasah in India known as Jamea Islamiyyah Dabhel.

Education & Teachers
He became Hafidh-e-Qur’an in Madressah Miftaahul Uloom, Taraj (Surat) under 
his teacher Hadhrat Maulana Mufti Ali Muhammad Tarawji (R.A.), who was the 
student of Allamah Anwar Shah Kashmiri (R.A.). He also studied his secular 
education in this Islamic Institute.
After he completed his Hifdh-ul-Quraan he went to study at Jamea Islamiyyah, 
Dabhel where he studied Urdu and Farsi (Persian). Thereafter he moved to 

stJamiah Ashrafiyya Rander where he studied from Arbi Awwal (1  year of Aalim 
thClass) till Arbi Chaharum (4  year).

Some of the prominent and pious Scholars he studied under at Jamea 
Islamiyyah Dabhel are as follows:
 • Arif Billah Hadhrat Maulana Syed Raza Ajmeri (R.A.) – Shaykh-ul-
  Hadith Darul Uloom Ashrafiyya
 • Shaykh-ul-Islam Hadhrat Maulana Abdussamad Kachwi (R.A.) 
 • Muhaddith Hadhrat Maulana Muhammad Adam Palanpuri (R.A.)
 • Hadhrat Mufti Abdul Ghani Kaawi (R.A.)
 • Hadhrat Maulana Habibur-Rehman Balyawi (R.A.) 
He then proceeded to the famous centre of knowledge and spirituality Darul 
Uloom Deoband where he remained from 1957 – 1961 and completed his 
studies.
During his stay at Darul Uloom Deoband he studied under the following teachers: 

• Fakhrul Muhaditheen Allamah Fakhrud-Deen Muradabaadi (R.A.)
• Hadhrat Allamah Ibraheem Balyawee (R.A.)
• Hadhrat Maulana Bashir Ahmed Khan (R.A.)
• Hadhrat Maulana Abdul Jaleel (R.A.)
• Mufasir–e-Quraan Maulana Fakrul Hasan (R.A.)
• Hadhrat Maulana Zahoor-ul-Hasan (R.A.)

He further studied Tajweed under Imam –ul-Qurra’ Hadhrat Maulana Qari Hifzur-
Rahmaan (R.A.)

Spiritual Guidance & Bay’at
Hadhrat Maulana Ayub (R.A.) made connection for his spiritual reformation with 
Hadhrat Maulana Syed Hussain Ahmed Madani (R.A.) in 1956. Hadhrat Madani 
(R.A.) spent his last Ramadhan in Aa’saam (Bangal), due to the close connection 
and love of Hadhrat Maulana Ayub (R.A.) for his Spiritual Mentor he spent the 
entire month of Ramadhan in Itikaaf with him.

Hadhrat Madani (R.A.) expresses his happiness for Hadhrat Maulana Ayub 
(R.A.)
Hadhrat Maulana Ayub (R.A.) narrates: I was really worried regarding the 
examinations I had to undertake for the entrance into Darul Uloom Deoband. So 
many talented people tried and failed. But with the help of Allah it so happened 
that, due to my deep worries, crying before Allah and continuous supplications, I 
dreamt of my Spiritual Mentor who said to me the following:
“Why are you worried, don’t worry you don’t need anybody to make intercession 
on your behalf for your admission. It is your love for me that you spent Ramadhan 
with me in Aa’saam. As for my love for you, I wouldn’t have visited your house in 
Makinga if I didn’t love you.”
Hadhrat Maulana Ayub (R.A.) says upon hearing these words in my dream my 
worries were transformed into joy and happiness.
After waking up I went to sit my examinations and was successful and given 
entrance at Darul Uloom Deoband.
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Hadhrat Maulana Abdul Qadir Raipuri (R.A.)
After the demise of Hadhrat Madni (R.A.) Hadhrat Maulana Ayub (R.A.) 
established contact with Hadhrat Maulana Abdul Qadir Raipuri (R.A.) to continue 
his spiritual reformation process. Hadhrat Maulana Ayub (R.A.) spend several 
Ramadhan’s in the service of Hadhrat Raipuri (R.A.).

Hadhrat Maulana Maseehullah Khan (R.A.)
After Hadhrat Raipuri (R.A.) passed away Hadhrat Maulana Ayub (R.A.) 
established his spiritual connection with Hadhrat Maulana Maseehullah Khan 
(R.A.) of Jalalabaad. 
Following this, in 1971 Hadhrat Maulana Maseehullah Khan (R.A.) travelled to 
UK and resided for 3 months at the house of Hadhrat Maulana Ayub (R.A.) in 
Batley, West Yorkshire. From there the Shaykh travelled all over England 
preaching and teaching thousands of individuals about Deen and the importance 
of self-reformation. This was the very first time a Shaykh of this calibre has visited 
the UK for this purpose.

Khilafat and Ijazah
In light of Hadhrat Maulana Ayub (R.A.) spiritual progress, many Shoyookh 
granted him Khilafat and Ijazah to take forward the work of their Spiritual Orders 
and assist others on the path of self-reformation and Sulook. These Shoyookh 
are:

• Hadhrat Haji Farook Sakhurwi (R.A.)
• Hadhrat Syed Shah Nafees Hussaini (R.A.)
• Hadrat Nawaab Qaiser (R.A.)
• Hadhrat Maulana Hashim Jogwari (D.B.)
• Hadhrat Maulana Syed Mukaram Hussaini (D.B.)

Hadhrat Maulana Ayub (R.A.), despite having many disciples and followers, 
granted only one individual by the name of Hadhrat Maulana Muhammad Aktar 
(D.B.) Khilafah and Ijazah. The aforementioned is based in Rerhi Taajpura a 
place located between Sahranpur and Raipur.

His Works & Services
For many years Hadhrat Maulana Ayub (R.A.) was one of the very first Imams in 
Batley. When he first arrived in Batley there was only one Masjid & Madresa and 
seven Aalims in total. Alhamdulillah today in Batley there are 10 Masjids, 15 
Madrasahs and over 120 resident Aalims.
After leaving the position of imamat he continued his activities in the form of 
delivering lectures, teaching and writing books.Despite, old age, ill health and 
weakness he remained active in his field of work until his death.

Final Moments & Death
On Sunday evening 7th Zul-Qa’dah 1433 corresponding to 23rd September 
2012 Hadrat Maulana Ayub (R.A.) left this world whilst on journey returning to 
Batley from his daughter’s house in Gloucester. Hadhrat Maulana Ayub (R.A.) 
was visiting Gloucester to see one of his close relatives who had suffered a heart 
attack. During the journey he wasn't feeling too well and and did not eat much. On 
his return home, whilst passing through Sheffield he became unconscious in his 
seat. His son Shafiullah who was driving at the time telephoned for an 
ambulance which arrived and he was taken to hospital. After arriving at hospital it 
was confirmed that Hazrat Maulana (R.A.) had passed away.
“Indeed we belong to Allah and indeed to Him we will return.” (2:156)
May Almighty Allah accept all his efforts and grant the Marhoom Jannat-e-
Firdous, May the Almighty give patience to his family and close ones.
Many Scholars from around the world sent their condolences on hearing the 
death of Hadhrat Maulana Ayub (R.A.) some of these are as follows: Hadhrat 
Maulana Abdullah Mia (D.B.), Hadhrat Maulana Mazahirul Haq (D.B.), Hadhrat 
Maulana Syed Mukaram Hussaini (D.B.), Hadhrat Maulana Elyas Mewati (D.B.), 
Hadhrat Maulana Abdul Mueet (D.B.) (bhaijan) from Pakistan and many others.
Finally, due to the great services of Hadhrat Maulana Ayub (R.A.) and his 
popularity the Ummah has lost a Great Alim and he will be greatly missed.
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Book ReviewBook Review
by Maulana Khalil Ahmed Kazi by Maulana Khalil Ahmed Kazi by Maulana Khalil Ahmed Kazi 

In the later part of the book, the author lists some 
40 great Scholars and Mashaikh who have visited 
the UK. According to the author, the very first 
Shaykh of great caliber to visit was Maseehul 
Ummah Maulana Maseehullah Khan (R.A.) in 
March 1971.

 
The author goes on to gracefully thank a number of 

scholars, who provided timely advice and counsel in the preparation 
of his work; these being Maulana Ateequr Rahman Sanbuli Noamani, 
Maulana Abdullah Kapodrawi, Maulana Yaqoob Munshi Qasmi and 
Maulana Hafez Iqbal Rangooni. 
 
Whilst the original book was written in Urdu, I have come across two 
English translations of this book, one published by Madrasah Arabia 
Islamia, Azaadville, South Africa and the second published by Baitul 
Isha’at, Bharuch, India. 
 
A must read for all those with connections to Gujarat and generally 
with the Indian sub-continent. 

  2. Ziyaarat Haramain Sharifain
  (A Guide for those visiting Makkah & Madina), 
  Pages 33, Urdu. 
 
  This small handy booklet which outlines an easy 

and practical manner of performing Hajj and 
Ziyaarat. It includes important Masa’il and Duas 
relating to this blessed journey. There is an

explanation of the various types of Hajj, details of Ihraam and rules 
governing Ihraam for women. There is advice on actions and deeds to 
be performed at Mina, Muzdalifah and at Arafaat. The final part of the 
booklet outlines the etiquettes of visiting the Holy City of the Prophet 
(S.A.W.) Madina Al-Munawwarah. The booklet is user-friendly and 
easy to understand. An English translation of this booklet would be 
valuable for the English readers. 
 

  1. Mukaddama-e-Tarikhe-Gujarat
  (An Introduction to the History of Gujarat),
  Published 1991, Pages 88, Urdu and English 
 
  This is the very first book written by the author. It 

was prepared to serve as an introduction to a 
detailed work prepared by Maulana Abdul Hai 
Kafletawi (R.A.) on the history of Gujarat which

was commissioned and published by Rabetah Al-Ulama
Al-Islamiyyah, Batley, UK.  
 
The opening chapter of the book makes a fascinating read, by 
outlining some amazing historic facts about India and Gujarat. 
Amongst these are: the very first man on earth, who was also the first 
prophet, first descended upon India; the first place the Wahi 
(revelation) came down was India; the first ever Haji to perform Hajj 
was Indian; Many past Prophets (A.S.) had connections with Gujarat; 
A group of Sahabah (R.A.) travelled to Gujarat; Surat was one of the 
oldest ports of Gujarat which was referred to for many years as 
‘Baabul-Ka’bah’ (the door of the Ka’bah) due to its links with Makkah; 
Gujarat was the very first place in India to welcome Islam and Muslim. 
 
  In relation to Arab ancestral connections with the 

people of Gujarat, the author quotes an interesting 
saying of Shaykh-ul-Islam Maulana Hussain 
Ahmed Madani (R.A.) that, ‘I have two pieces of 
evidence to substantiate the claim that Gujarati 
Muslims belong to Arab ancestors, one, their 
hospitality is similar to that of the Arabs and two, 
they are generally business people who have

travelled the world just like the Sahabah did and  have preserved their 
Imam and propagated their Deen.’
 
The book consists of a chart which outlines certain Gujarati surnames 
and the nearest Arab tribe, demonstrating the similarities between the 
two names. 

Mufakkir-e-Millat Maulana Ayub Kholwadia Qasmi (R.A.)
(1935-2012) was a prolific writer and author. Apart from

the many timely articles he wrote, over many years,
he is the author of six published and two unpublished

books. As it can be gauged from the titles of his books,
the author had a diverse scholarly interest. His books

cover a range of topics from History to Astronomy and
from Prophetic supplications to practical advices on

how to perform Hajj and Ziyaarat. In this article, I wish
to briefly introduce and review his books for the benefit of readers. May Almighty Allah accept the endeavours
of the author and grant his works divine acceptance. “That surely is not difficult for Allah.” (35:17)

Mufakkir-e-Millat Maulana Ayub Kholwadia Qasmi (R.A.)
(1935-2012)



  3. Qawle Faisal dar Mas’ala Ru’yat Hilal
  (Final Word in the Controversy of Crescent
  Sighting)
  Published 1999, Pages 145, Urdu and English
 
  This book is an attempt by the author to contribute 

on the issue of how to determine the sighting of the 
new moon in the UK. Many books and articles have

been published advocating different views. At the outset of the book 
the author makes it apparently clear that the differing views should 
never result in fatwa bashing and ill-feelings rather disagreements 
should be respected in accordance with Islamic etiquettes. 
 
The book is divided into seven chapters dealing with various aspects 
of the debate. A collection of Fatwas, anecdotes, stories and advice is 
provided by the author. Paper cuttings, correspondence letters and 
calendars are also included in the appendix. 

 
4. Barakaate Dua
(The Blessings of Dua)
Published 2007, Pages 788, Urdu  
 
This is a monumental book of the author, its 
material content is exceptional in its detail and 
explanation. The entire book is divided into 27 
chapters, each dealing with different topics relating

to Duas and other relevant matters. The author writes in its opening 
pages, “This book is a result of 30 years of research and effort.” 
 
In the ninth chapter of the book, the author provided a detailed 
explanation on the ways of how a person making Dua should raise his 
hands. He quotes Maulana Izhaar Kandhelvi (R.A.), the Shaykh-ul-
Hadith of Jamea Kashiful Uloom, Nizamuddin, Delhi, explanation of 
the seven established ways mentioned in the books of Hadith. An 
interesting and scholarly discussion but relevant to every Muslim. 
 
In a later chapter of the book the author discusses the recitation of 
Imam Abul Hasan al-Shadhili (R.A.) famous ‘Hizb ul-Bahr’ (Litany of 
the Sea) after which he provides a balanced opinion on it. It also 
states that the author had acquired Ijazah for its recitation from some 
of the prominent Scholars and Mashaikh of our times, namely 
Maulana Maseehullah Khan (R.A.), Maulana Abrar ul-Haq Hardowi 
(R.A.), Mufti Mahmood ul-Hasan Gangohi (R.A.) and Shah Sayyed 
Nafees Al-Hussaini (R.A.) of Lahore, Pakistan. 
 
Most pages of the book consist of footnotes, outlining the reference 
and source of the information provided. There is a bibliography of the 
books referred to in writing this work, my calculation of the list comes 
to 162, Masha’ Allah. 
 
Browsing through the various chapters and pages of the book, gives a 
sense and feeling of a spiritual journey, which is navigated with 
guidance from the Qur’an and Sunnah, fully demonstrated with 
annotates and stories from the lives of the pious predecessors. 
 
Finally, it will suffice for me, to quote Shaykh-ul-Islam Mufti Taqi 
Usmani (D.B.) regarding the book as printed on the opening cover of 
the book, “Most probably on this topic (of Dua) there has not been 
such a comprehensive book in Urdu before.”  
 
This book has been re-published three times by various publishers in 
India and Pakistan. 

  5. Shoae Noor
  (The History of Makhinga)
  Published 2007, Pages 40, Urdu, Gujarati & English 
 
  This book is published in three languages, the
  original being in Urdu and then later translated into
  Gujarati and English by others. It is a history of the
  author’s village Makhinga situated on the banks of 
Mindhola river in Gujarat, India. 
 
The book provides useful historical information of the village including 
its past residents, Muslim arrival into the village, important families, 
elders, scholars and saints. There is a special mention of one saint 
who is buried in Makhinga cemetery named Shah Sayyed Sulaiman 
Madani thumma Yemani (R.A.) who arrived in the village in 451AH 
corresponding to 1059. 
 
The book concludes with a list of 19 Scholars and Mashaikh who have 
visited this village. 

 
  6. Barakaate Dastarkhwan
  (The Blessings of the Food Spread)
  Published 2011, Pages 288, Urdu 
 
  This is the authors last and most recent published 
  book. It outlines the Prophetic manner of 
  consuming food and drink. The book is divided into 
  11 chapters, each one describing in detail the 
Sunnah way, right from washing the hands before food to reciting the 
Dua after completion. Other chapters of the book explain the meaning 
of Barakah, rights of guests, kinds of food the Prophet  liked, 
medical advice on consuming wholesome food, ways to repel 
poverty, method of increasing Rizq and much more.  
 
A comprehensive book, covering a wide range of topics all relating to 
food and drink.  
 
 
7. Barakaate Durood Shareef
(The Blessings of Salutations upon the Prophet )
Unpublished, Pages 500, Urdu 
 
This book was the very last compilation of the author, although not 
published. It was completed only two weeks prior to his death. The 
author would often mention to his close associates of his longing 
desire to publish this work. It is hoped that the typing and publication 
of this book will be completed in the next few months, Insha’ Allah. 
 
 
8. Barakaate Ahlullah
(The Blessings of the Friends of Allah) Unpublished, Urdu 
 
The author was unable to complete this book during his life time. 
However, I have been informed that ample material was collated by 
the author to undertake this work. It is hoped that Maulana Samiullah 
Kholwadia, who is one of the sons of the author will be undertaking the 
work of compiling this material into book form in the near future, Insha’ 
Allah. 
 

Anyone wishing to order any of the above mentioned books
is requested to contact Maulana Hafiullah Kholwadia on:
07920 728059 or email: hafikholwadia@googlemail.com 
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On the night preceding Monday, 7 Dhul Qa’dah 1433 corresponding to 23 
September 2012, a distinguished and most beloved in the sights of the 
scholars and pious people, Mufakkir-e-Millat Hadhrat Maulana Ayub 
Kholwadia Qasmi Makhingwi Sahib (may Allah shower His utmost mercy 
upon him and enlighten his resting place) left this temporary world and 
departed for the everlasting abode of the hereafter.

ََّ َّ ُإنا ِِ� وإنا إلیِھ راجعوَنَّ َ ْ َِ ِ ِ ِ
“Indeed we belong to Allah, and indeed to Him we will return.” (2:156)

O Allah blossom his grave and make his abode Jannah!
Do not deprive us of his reward and do not put us in fitna after him! 

This article is a brief obituary on Hadhrat Maulana (R.A.) describing his 
education, graduation, spiritual connections, services, books, and his 
inimitable qualities. The Great Scholar Sufyān ibn ’Uyaynah (R.A.) is 
reported to have said: “عند ذكر الصـــــــــــــــــــالحين تنزل الرحمة” “Upon mentioning the life 
and stories of the pious, descends the mercy (of Allah).” For a detailed 
biography of Hadhrat Maulana (R.A.) refer to his well-known book Barakaate 
Dua. 

Hadhrat Maulana (R.A.) studied and graduated from the renowned spiritual 
centre of learning, Darul Uloom Deoband in the year 1961. Since his 
graduation Hadhrat Maulana (R.A.) remained attached to the scholars and 
pious people of India, Pakistan and Bangladesh. A large portion of Hadhrat 
Maulana (R.A.) life passed in the company of such distinguished 
personalities regarding whom ordinary people when just listening to their 
blessed names are filled with love and appreciation. The following are just a 
few of those Mash'aaikh with whom Hadhrat Maulana (R.A.) spent time and 
remained in contact with; Shaykh ul Islam Maulana Hussain Ahmed Madani 
(R.A.), Maseehul Ummah Maulana Maseehullah Khan (R.A.) and Qutubul 
Irshaad Maulana Adbul Qadir Raipoori (R.A.) and Qutubul Aqtaab Shaykhul 
Hadith Maulana Zakaiyya Kandhelvi (R.A.). 

As a result of Hadhrat Maulana (R.A.) connections with the Mashaikh and his 
adherence to the path of spirituality, he was granted the mantle of Khilafah 
(successor and representative of the Sufi orders) from no less than five 
Mashaikh of Tasawwuf. These were (1) Hadhrat Shah Sayyed Nafees Al-
Hussaini (R.A.) of Lahore (2) Hadhrat Maulana Sayyed Mukarram Hussain 
(D.B.) both being senior Khulafa of the late Hadhrat Maulana Adbul Qadir 
Raipoori (R.A.) (3) Hadhrat Haji Farook Sukhurwi (R.A.) (4) Hadhrat Nawaab 
Qaisar (R.A.) these later two being the Khulafa of Hadhrat Maulana 
Maseehullah Khan (R.A.) (5) Hadhrat Maulana Hashim Jogwari (D.B.) the 
khalifah of Hadhrat Shaykhul Hadith Maulana Zakaiyya Kandhelvi (R.A.). 
 
“This elevated status has been achieved for whom it was destined. 

Martyrdom is not for any pretender.” 
 
Hadhrat Maulana (R.A.) apart from being an orator himself possessed a 
distinguished ability in making introductory speeches about new arriving 
guest scholars to the UK. In a limited time he had the ability to encompass a 
comprehensive description of the individual and his work. 

During Hadhrat Maulana (R.A.) life he maintained a special connection and 
bond with the three religious and spiritual centres in the UK namely, 
Dewsbury Markaz, Darul Uloom Bury and Madrasah Riyadhul Uloom, 
Leicester. As result of his sincerity Hadhrat Maulana (R.A.) in these times of 
fitna remained a beacon of forbearance, patience, perseverance, 
steadfastness and conviction. 
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Go, shine your beauty lamp and search for him if you may! 
In Batley, whenever the Umbrella organisation Indian Muslim Welfare 
Society convened a meeting to discuss any important matter, Hadhrat 
Maulana (R.A.) would readily attend and provide thoughtful advice and 
guidance. Just prior to Hadhrat Maulana (R.A.) death on 15 September 2012 
he attended a meeting at Al Hikmah Centre,Batley regarding the anti-
Prophet video. On this occasion too, Hadhrat Maulana (R.A.) delivered a 
very passionate address which turned out to be his very last speech on the 
defence of the Holy Prophet . 

“Secure my words, after me there will be much silence. 
Gatherings will remain dull. Many lanterns will be lit in search of light!” 
 
Hadhrat Maulana (R.A.) was a prolific writer and author. Apart from the many 
articles he wrote he is the author of six published and two unpublished 
books. His published books are; Mukaddamahe Tarikh Gujarat (An 
Introduction to the History of Gujarat), Barakaate Dastarkhaan (The 
Blessings of the Food-Spread – Etiquettes of partaking food and drink), Final 
Word in the Controversy of Crescent Sighting, Ziyaarat Haramain Sharifain 
(A Guide for those visiting Makkah & Madina), Shoae Noor (The history of 
Makhinga – the village of Hadhrat Maulana (R.A.)) and his monumental book 
Barakaate Dua (The Blessings of Dua). 

The latter book Barakaate Dua is exceptional in content, detail and 
explanation. As though, Hadhrat Maulana (R.A.) is indicating to the Ummah 
to adopt this important worship of Dua into daily life. It is for this reason that 
the Hadith has mentioned Dua as the essence of worship. Studying this book 
will serve to navigate Muslims in fulfilling their worldly and religious needs 
through the medium of Dua. It is interesting to note that when the author sent 
copies of this book to Shaykh-ul-Islam Mufti Taqi Usmani (D.B.) he wrote the 
following comments, “Most probably on this topic there has not been such a 
comprehensive book in Urdu before.” Thereafter he prayed for the divine 
acceptance of the book. 

Apart from the above books there remains two unpublished works these are; 
Barakaate Durood Shareef (The Blessings of Salutations upon the Prophet 
) and Barakaate Ahlullah (The Blessing of the Friends of Allah). 

After Hadhrat Maulana (R.A.) passing away the following day on Monday at 
4pm his Janazah Salaah was held at the Madrasa Talimuddin Hall in Batley. 
The congregation was attended by thousands of Muslims from all over the 
country including a large group of Ulama. The Salaah was lead by Shaykhul 
Hadith Hadhrat Maulana Yusuf Motala (D.B.), the founder of Darul Uloom 
Bury and Senior Khalifa of Hadhrat Shaykhul Hadith Maulana Zakariyya 
Kandhelvi (R.A.). After burial, Hadhrat Maulana Abdur Rauf Sufi (D.B.) 
Khalifa of Hadhrat Maulana Maseehullah Khan (R.A.) recited verses from 
Surah Baqarah and made special Duas for the deceased. 

May Almighty Allah accept all the services of Hadhrat Maulana (R.A.) and 
grant him an abode in Jannatul Firdous, Aameen Ya Rabbal Aalameen. 

“The fragrance from your life will endure. 
The garden of your remembrance will continue to flourish. 

May Noor descend on your grave until Hashr. 
May the mercy of Haq search you O Ayub!” 

 And our last call is that all praise is for the Lord of the worlds
and peace and blessings be upon the Master of the Messengers,

his family and his companions. 
 


